Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 110 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.044; wR factor = 0.135; data-to-parameter ratio = 17.2.
The monomeric title complex, [Zn(C 14 
Related literature
For backgroud to poly(lactide) (PLA) and its copolymers, see: Huang et al. (2007) . For the use of bulky ligands coordinated to the active metal centre to avoid undesirable transesterification during synthesis by ring-opening polymerization (ROP) of lactides, see: Wu et al. 
Experimental
Crystal data [Zn(C 14 Because of their potential applications in many fields, poly(lactide) (PLA) and its copolymers have been investigated intensively (Huang et al., 2007) . Ring-opening polymerization (ROP) of lactides is the major method used to synthesize these polymers. In these processes, undesirable transesterification reaction is the drawback but it can be lessened by using bulky ligands coordinated to the active metal centre (Wu et al., 2006) . A lot of complexes with bulky ligands have been designed for this function, incorporating a single active metal site (Wu et al., 2006) . Lin group have prepared a series of 
To a suspension of LH (4.86 g, 20 mmol) in tetrahydrofuran (15 ml) was added ZnEt 2 (1.22 g, 10 mmol). After being stirred for 3 hr, volatile materials were then removed under a vacuum to yield a yellow powder. The powder was washed twice with hexane (30 ml), and a high yellow powder was obtained after filtration. The crystal was obtain in CHCl 3 soultion. A colourless crystal was selected from this sample.
Refinement
X-ray experimental: Data were collected at 173 K on a Siemens SMART PLATFORM equipped with A CCD area detector and a graphite monochromator utilizing MoKaradiation (l= 0.71073 Å).Cell parameters were refined using up to 8192 reflections. A full sphere of data (1850 frames) was collected using the w-scan method (0.3°frame width).The first 50 frames were re-measured at the end of data collection to monitor instrument and crystal stability (maximum correction on I was < 1%).Absorption corrections by integration were applied based on measured indexed crystal faces.
The structure was solved by the Direct Methods in SHELXTL6, and refined using full-matrix least squares.The non-H atoms were treated anisotropically, whereas the hydrogen atoms were calculated in ideal positions and were riding on 
